CHAPTER  V
THE PLACE OF RELIGION IN JEWISH LIFE

THE Jews are not a race in the ordinary sense, and
they are not a nation. Are they, then, a " re-
ligion"? Christians qua Christians constitute a
religion; so do Buddhists, Moslems, and so on* Are
the Jews a group like one of these ? Superficially both
" yes" and " no " are justified answers. On the one
hand, a Jew is not a Christian, Buddhist, or Moslem;
nor can he be. He differs from them in religion. The
Jews have a different religion, they are distinguished
by their religion. They must, therefore,, be a dis-
tinctive religious community.

There are two aspects, however, in the collective
life of the Jews which seem to exclude this classifica-
tion* In the first place, other religions seem to have
a greater diversity among their adherents than do the
Jews. The Jews seem to be a homogeneous group*

In which way, however, do the Jews possess an
homogeneity which the Christians do not? Or,